	
	When to Use
	Examples

	An
	When referring to words that start with a vowel sound
	An apple
An emu
An umbrella
An ice cube
An honor*

	A
	When referring to words that start with a consonant sound
	A family
A person
A pet
A man
A union**


*”Honor” starts with a consonant; however, the “h” is silent. Therefore, the word actually begins with an “o” sound.
**”Union” starts with a vowel; however, the initial “u” makes more of a “y” sound, which counts as a consonant in this case. 
