Come out and support your theatre department performing the high energy classic, Grease! It’s fun from beginning to end, and you’ll see just how talented Cleveland High is.
The show starts out with the school year beginning once again, as Danny (senior John Jones) and new student Sandy (senior Leslie Smith) retell their summer love through song. They soon realize that they’re both at the same school and can potentially continue their love affair. Seniors Mark Kim, Rick Lanford, Aaron Burns, and junior Paul Rodriguez play the “T-Birds,” the fun-loving, toe-tapping, greaser gang that Danny belongs to. And seniors Anne Porter, Samantha Lilith, sophomore Rhonda Jen, and freshman Mandy Cane play the sassy “Pink Ladies.” Both groups are full of talent, although some voices are much stronger than others.
The costume design, by senior Missy Taylor, assisted by freshmen Lily Rand and Johnny Good, consists of classic ‘50s poodle skirts and letterman jackets. The set design is courtesy senior Mark Williams, who was assisted by sophomore Kelly McCoy and junior Ray Chen, and those with a keen eye might recognize some Cleveland High landmarks in the background.
The play is directed by Mrs. Wilson, head of the theater department, and she clearly knows a thing or two about directing a musical! Each actor, from the smallest role to the largest, has their moments and knows exactly what they’re supposed to be doing. The choreography, created by junior Marissa Strauss, is simple enough for each actor to perform it well, yet diverse enough to hold the audience’s attention.
I’ve seen Grease done many times by teenagers, and this has been one of my favorite productions! I found myself smiling throughout and wanting to sing along to my favorite songs. With only one more weekend left of this short run, I suggest you dance your way to the auditorium so you don’t miss it!
