	
	When to Use
	How to Test

	i.e.
	When you’re adding extra information to clarify something that was previously stated. This information is finite, meaning the only possibilities are the things you list after the “i.e.”
	Replace with “in other words”

	e.g.
	When you’re listing examples of something you stated previously. Using “e.g.” means there are more possibilities than the ones you’re stating.
	Replace with “for example”


Examples:
i.e.
1. The coining of the term hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia (i.e., the fear of long words) proves that psychiatrists can have a sense of humor. 
Test: Are you adding extra information to clarify something in the sentence? Yes! Is the clarification finite? Yes, there’s only one meaning of hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia.
(Correct!)
2. There are so many different kinds of punctuation you need to know how to use, i.e., commas, periods, and semicolons.
Test: Are you adding extra information to clarify something in the sentence? Yes! Is the clarification finite? No. There are many more kinds of punctuation than are listed in this section. In this case, “e.g.” would be more appropriate.
(Incorrect!)
e.g.
1. I love visiting the zoo because I get to see a lot of marine mammals, e.g., polar bears, sea otters, and manatees.
Test: Are you listing examples of something you already stated? Yes! Is the list finite? No. There are more types of marine mammals than the ones listed. 
(Correct!)
2. The Ninja Turtles (e.g., Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Donatello) are the best!
Test: Are you listing examples of something you already stated? Yes! Is the list finite? Yes! There are only four Ninja Turtles, so “i.e.” would be more appropriate.
(Incorrect!)
